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| Attached is a report by Bahamian police of a shooting incident
| among Cuban-American fishermen which occurred Jume 20, 1973. As
i (:3 the report notes, since the incident occurred outside Bahamian

SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION

territorial waters, local police involvement was confined to
ensuring that a wounded fisherman received medical attentiom.

This post served as liaison between the U.S. Coast Guard
emergency center in Florida and police officials in Nassau in
transmitting initial information concerning the incident and _ -
advising of Coast Guard medical evacuation activities. .
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incl.l - Report by Bahamas Police of shooting incident
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. and fired beck. At the ssme time, someone on the "Early Rird" started shooting
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“Le-  ‘According to captain Jose the shooting took place sixteen (16) miles Fant
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Teplied "Sure T will fight seven (7) days a week". The captain of the "Comodoro®
then told him to get his rifle ar they woulé nat be fighting with thair fists.
At the same time, a shot was fired from the "Comodoro" so he gotshis .33 rifle

with an automatic weapon. When the battle was over he noticed that Antonio °
Gonzales a crew memter on his boat wes hit twice in the cheat by bullets. He S
then left the area for Bimini to get medical help. ) R U

of Bimini and when the United Ststes Coast Guard nr‘rived all) v‘puels ha.d J,Qtt -
the area of the incident. - T

Se Statements were recorded from Captain Jose and hia crew.

Vh‘.v__...

6. This incident occurred well outside of our territorial’ and fishing ama, ".“:
and I ordered that all concerned proceed to their home port where what ever. -~ "
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! Guard Aireraft. I spoke with Lieutensnt John McDonald, captain of the Coast
Guard Aircraft who reported to me that two (2) injured American Cuban fishermen
had been airlifted by one of their helicopter from ope of two (2) American
fishing vessels which was then on & bearing 06k and nine (9) miles off Bimini.
He said that the third vessel had just arrived at Bimini and theéy were stsnding
by to airlift a third man that was reported to be on the vessel that entered :
Bimini,

]
o ez ree 17/, Bacl.l - A-144
B THE ROVAL BAWAMAS POLICE FORCE Nagasd .
e '
: . \ .
7~ Nassau, Bahamas : \—/
| ' MARING DIVISION :
Your reference
70+ Comniseioner of Police = through Our teterence Poll,/Me. DAOA/2
Deputy Commissioner of Police, S N
Date 21st, June', 1973
|
Subject: SHOOTING INCIDENT -
AMERICAN ~ CURAM FISHFRMT'N.
On Wednesday, 2Cth June, 1973 at 331:10 awm., T cr‘orm.ined by Corpora]
Miller and Constable Ferguson left Nassau by Police Aircraft for Bimini to
investigate reports into an al\edga\.gm battle involving three (3) hoats off
| Bimini TIsland. .
‘ 2. At 12:08 pem., we ianded at South Rimini where I met a United States Cosst ?

3. The Lieutenant and my party went to northerm Rimini where I saw the fishing
vessel La-Guajira F9T1A=SA.C.135 tied up at the government pier. I spoke with
| the captain who gave his name as Jose Antonio Magueria of 101 South West 25

| Road, Florids, who told me that one of his erev wes injured and was presently
being trested at the Government Clinic. He further stated that oh Saturdsy,
\

. 16th June, 1973, he with 3 crew of three (3) left Miami to fish and collect BN
two-hundred (200) fish traps that they put down in the area of Mackey Shoel. o
" ., . _ Vhen they got in the area where their fish traps were surposed to be, they B
e * found ‘that all were missing. In the area they found the fishing vésrel ° Ty
’ © .. "Cgmodoro" also out of Florida with z few of their markers on her deck. He K
went alongside the "Comodoro" and hoarded her after sccusing the captein of
removing his fish traps. After an argument between the two captsine’ they
agreed to have a fist fight. After the fist fight, he wentt back on his vessel e
and decided to follow the "Comodoro" where ever it went in the hope of locdting:
his fish pots. This went on through Wednesday, 2Cth June, 1973 when at sbout .
8:00 a.m., the "Comodoro" who had steamecd toward the Isascs retutned accompained
by another Florids fishing vessel "Early Bird." The captain ¢f the "Comodore"
asked him if he had found his fish pots to which he replied no. The "Early . S
Bird" and the "Comodoro" then flanked his vessel (ons on either side) and the T .
captain of the "Comodoro) asked him if he wants to fight agein to which he”™ . o
. replied "Sure I will fight seven (7) days a week". The captain of the "Comodoro"
then told him to get his rifle ar they would not be fighting with their fists.
_ At the same time, a shot was fired from the "Comodoro™ so he gotrhis .33 rifle
. and fired beck. At the same time, somecne on the "Early Bird" started shooting
with an automatic weapon. When the battle wae over he noticed that Antonio * . =~ /
Gonzalesz a crew memter on his boat was hit twice in the chnnt by b\ﬁhts. He L C
then left the area for Bimini to get medical help. T

LR

‘bo-  According to captain Jose the shooting took place sixteen (16) mﬂm Eaat ‘
~of Bimini and when the United Ststes Coast Guard ar&'.'wed al) vepuls ho.d latt Show
the area of the incident. e

Py ‘ : R

5. Statements were recorded from Captain Jcae and hia crew..

“ 6.  This incident occurred well outeide of our tarriborial and f:lshinc am“ ) ";':' '
Y and I ordered that. a'ﬂ concerned Pproceed to their home- port where wbat. eyer. - - Y

L
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Ts I accompained intonio Gonzales *o the Unitad States Cogst Alrcraft

after he wae treated 2%, Rimini and he wae flown to the U. S, A,, for further
treatment., I told the captain of the "La-Guajira® thzt hn wms free to take
his vessel back to the United Statas.

8. The other two (Z) vessels mentioned were alvrendy on their oy for Florids
under escort of a Caast Guerd veesel.

%
Mé ar A
L. W. Major, .
Marine Assistnnt omesuioner of Police.

wM/43

Encs.
——e
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Roys) Bahamae Police Force,
Birini Division.
20th Jurs, 1973

ADDRESS 3 101 South West, 25 Road, Miami Florids.
AGE: 20 years.

QCCUPATION: Fisherman.

8X: Male .

NAME 3 Antonio Gonzaleg.
STATEMENT: I am a fisherman, a crew member on the "La-guajira® along with
tires (3) others. On Saturday, 16th June, 1973, we left Mismi for a fishing
trip somewhere in the Baheamas where we had our traps dowm. I don't Imow what
time we got here in the Behames. Sometime arcund noon on (Monday) Tuesday,
19th June, 1973, while at ses which was about 1l to 15 miles south east of
Bimini, we met a boat, there by the name of "Comodoro® with about four (k)
men on it. We notice that this boat had taken up some of owr treps we went
towards the b t, where Jose Antonio Magueira went onboard and speak to one

| of the men about the traps being on his boat. The men refused to talk so

| . Jose hit him about twice and he begsn to talk, he then told us who had all

* the traps.

On Wednesdsy, 20th June, 1973 around 8100 a.m., this seme boat and crew along
with another boat and crew came from north esst to where wo were, a boat was

on esch side. At first everytody begen talking one of them seid that they

are going for their guns, and told us to go for our puns. One of the men ad
this time was pointing a gun at us it wes a rifle, both boats crews.were
shooting after us, after they started shooting Jose got his: gun and began shooting
also during the shooting I got shot in my left arm and left shoulder bladej ‘
after the shooting I was brought into Bimini where I had been trseted and
discharged. During the shooting two (2) men were injured by Jose, with a .33

‘ winchester, the other boat was the "Eerly Bird", this was the first. time

-, that I had seen these people. We only hsve one rifle om the boat, we had sbout
two-hundred (200) traps down, but we only found twsnty-twa. (22).. T was the

age who got the gup and gave it to Jase, when I got. shat 1 wan staaring the

“* beaty getidng away from them. The bullet thet caught we came tWpaugh the glass.
t8 %ﬁs abgering wheels Quite & humber of seretches afe on the Pight alde of
the boak, which was caused by guh shota. ‘

Jose is the captain, but the boat belongs to me, Jose snd Jose Menendes the
men that were fighting us are Cubans. , )

This statement is correct. .

Signed: Antomio Gonzales.
Cpl, Miller - 20/6
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Roysl Bshemes Police Force
Binir:l Divisiom, = =
wm June, 1973 . -

NAME ¢ Jose Menendesz.
ADDRESS ¢ 101 South West, 25 Road, Miami Floride.

AGE s 1} years.
OCCUPATION: Student.
SEX ¢ Male

STATEMENT: On Wednesday, 20th June, 1973 at about 8100 awm., T woke up out
of slesp. I heard a lot of shooting. I then mede an attempt %o go up on the
boat deck, my father then told me to stay down in the cebin. My father pame
is Menendez L Jose I then staysd down in the cabin. T do not know smy thiig "
else what heppen. The boat I am on neme La-Ousjirs. S o

L

This statement is true ané correct.

Signeds Jore Hnnenﬂél."lszg Pet.
Jose L. llenondez his father's

Cpl. L4195 wallace,

"

-~ -
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- %cysl Bahamae Police Force,
Bimini Division,
20th Jwme, 1973

NAME : Jose Antonio Magueira.

ADDRESS: 100 Bouth West, 25 Rosd, Miami Florida.
AGE: 33 yearvs. |

OCCUPATION: Fisherman,

SEX: Mele.

STATEMENT: I Jose Antonio Magueira wish to make 2 statement in commestion
with a shooting incident. ' “

On saturday, 16th June, 1973, I left Miami in my boet "La-~Cusii;
C,135 with a crew of three to fish between Mackey Shoa! }

On Tuesdsy, 19th June, 1973 I was South East off Bimini Island when another
fishing boat by the neme of "Camodoro® came by and I discoversd that he had
some of my fish pots. I went enboard the “Comedoro™ and told the captein that
he bad stolen my fish trsps. We then had a fight snd then we sepsrated.

At about 8100 a.ur., todays date, the "Comoderc® ceme Deck to wheps I was this
. time there was snother boat along with it, by the name of *Berly Birde.

The captain of the "Comodoroasked me if I want to follow him to the Isascs,
and I told him no. He then asked me if I wanted to fight with hends or gms.
I told him that I would fight him with hands or guns. By this time my bost

was between the two (2) mentioned boats, and I sew one man on the

with a gun in his hand., He fired a shot and I ducked. I then get my 33 rifls
and fired back. Both boats were shooting at my boat and r s

hit in the chest. After the shooting had stopped, I ceme
medical asgistant for my injured crew. I ¢
boats got hit by my bullets, ‘

The shooting taok place about fifteen to twenty miles from Bast Bimini. I
suspectied the captains of the "Early Bird® and the “Comodore® for atesling
two-hundred (200) of my fish pots and that is the Teeson for us Lighting.
Apparently my boat was not hit by any tullete. The men on the “Rarly Bire®
was using an auntomatic weapon. . : '

i
§
R
§
§
8
£1
§!

m-abovosuunntnsmdmrtoumnhmﬁdeomct._

Sigred: 4. Nagueire,
L. W. Major - 2¢08 p.m,
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Roysl Bahamas Police Forée.,
Bisind Divisione
20th June, 1973

NAME Menendesz L. Jose.

ADDRESS : 101 South West, 25 Rond, Miami Florida.

|

\

AGEs LY years.
OCCUPATION: TFisherman.
SEX s 1‘.&18 .

STATEMENT: On Wednesday, 20th June, 1973 at sbout 8100 .am., two (2) Cubsn:
Toats came alongside the boal I was on. The people on -the two. (2) boats told
us to take out our guns, because they are going to fight. The two (2) bosts
began to st at our bost. We began to shoot beck at them. Ve kept on going
from the two (2) boats and shooting at them while they was shooting: back at
us. One of our men by the name of Antonio Gonzsles got shot in his. cheste.
Antonio only. got shot once. We then kept on shooting at the two boats e Ve
do not lmow whether anyons on the other boats’ got. shot or not, ’,‘_M-elh
mtheboatlwasmgotpm.~ :

When the shooting start, we was about twelve (12) to fourteen. (k) mides. off
#rom Bimini. I do not know any of the men on the two -(2)-othey bosts hat
was shooting at us. 1 cannot tell at present vhether the boat was danage or
not. The captain of my boat Jose Magueirs went over to one of thegpther bost
on Tuesday, 19th June, 1973 and talk to the peopls on the said boate . 00 T
“jmow what the captain told the men on the seid bhoat. oo ™ BT

mis statement is true and correct.

- Signad: Joaa'l.. Hohcilgl. gtg PR

Pl o

<

Fnr.u:er stated, the said bost T am one of the crew, m 'Mmﬁ!,n“.

" This statement is true and correct.

Signeds Jodw L. Menandes, 2110 p.m.

cpl. kgi Wallace, Mn.

,
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